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We cannot doubt that Hierapolis owed its reputation as Hercules
a holy city in great part to its hot springs and mephitic ^o^01
vapours. The curative virtue of mineral and thermal springs springs,
was well known to the ancients, and it would be interesting,
if it were possible, to trace the causes which have gradually
eliminated the superstitious element from the use of such
waters, and so converted many old seats of volcanic religion
into the medicinal baths of modern times. It was an article
of Greek faith that all hot springs were sacred to Hercules.1
"Who ever heard of cold baths that were sacred to Hercules ?"
asks Injustice in Aristophanes; and Justice admits that the
brawny hero's patronage of hot baths was the excuse alleged
by young men for sprawling all day in the steaming water
when they ought to have been sweating in the gymnasium.2
Hot springs were said to have been first produced for the
refreshment of Hercules after his labours; some ascribed
the kindly thought and deed to Athena, others to Hephaestus,
and others to the nymphs.8 The warm water of these
sources appears to have been used especially to heal diseases
of the skin ; for a Greek proverb, " the itch of Hercules,"
was applied to persons in need of hot baths for the scab.4
On the strength of his connexion with medicinal springs
Hercules set up as a patron of the healing art. In heaven,
if we can trust Lucian, he even refused to give place to
Aesculapius himself, and the difference between the two
deities led to a very unseemly brawl. " Do you mean to
say," demanded Hercules of his father Zeus, in a burst of
indignation, "that this apothecary is to sit down to table
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